Dancing in the park | TheUnion.com 7/7/08 12:36 PM

Home Subscribe | Advertise | Place an Ad | Archives | E-edition | RSS Feeds | Contact Us

Site search entury
sponsored by REJFRITEEEE L,

News Sports [Entertainment | Opinion Living Community Photos + Videos Outdoors Visitor's Guide |Jobs| |Autos| |Classifieds|

Movies | Music | Theater | Performing Arts | Art | Dining | Bars & Nightlife 88°FuMonday July 7th ‘

Home > Entertainment > Art

Send a Letter to the Editor
<< back
Thursday, July 3, 2008

Welcome, Guest
LOGIN | Become a Member | What's This?

Submit an Event

Dancing in the park

Event Calendar

By Halli Ellis
Special to The Union
July 2008 K]
Email Print Comment Recommend
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
¥ X My name is Halli Ellis, and | love to dance. 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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Last summer, my friend Whitney Schimke and | 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
stumbled upon the Nevada County Concert band, 27 | 28 | 29 30 31 1 2
which rehearses every Monday night at Pioneer Park 3 4 5 6 7 8

in Nevada City for their summer concerts. We didn't
just see a practice going on; we saw free, live music
in the park-music to dance to.

Not having much else to do (we're college students
now in Nevada County), we informally formed the
Halli and Whitney Dance Academy (HWDA), a non-
profit organization that just wants people to have a
good time, and hippie dancing was born. We call it
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Everyone gets into the act when hippie dancing starts at
Pioneer Park Monday nights.
Submitted photo

hippie because everyone does their own thing. It
quickly grew into a community event. We've had as
many as 50 people dancing on a Monday evening.

We invite everyone to come check it out because hippie dancing isn't just for a certain group people but
for those that enjoy life. Children, teenagers, adults and seniors can all find something that they love
about the event. If one doesn't like dancing, there is also a beach ball to hit, a football to throw and
chairs and blankets to sit on. It's also fun to go with friends or family to just hang out.

We try to do a potluck and encourage everyone to bring something. We are not funded or sponsored by
anyone at the time. We scrounge up our own money to buy the main stuff needed for the event to take
place. After the music is done at 9 p.m. we do our own jam session, so bring your instruments. A drug-
and alcohol-free event, this is a good excuse to get out of the house on hot summer nights. It's free, and
dancing starts at 7 p.m. Monday nights. Contact us at halliandwhitney@hotmail.com or go online at
http://www.myspace.com/halliandwhitneydanceacademy.

I end with a poem we wrote for our hippie dance:

Life is too short to let it pass you by, take every moment as it comes, don't run or hide.

Dance for peace, dance for freedom, dance for love, dance because you can, dance because it's fun,
dance because in a world full of hate, dancing puts a smile on fate; dance with yourself, dance with the
world, make some new friends, let your broken heart mend, dancing takes a frown and flips it upside
down, dance for the beauty and enjoy the world around.

Life is too short to let it pass you by, take every moment as it comes, don't run or hide.
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